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Apocheima pilosaria D. & S. (l)on 11 Dec 1980 (early date);

Peridroma saucia Hbn. (1) and Nomophila noctuella D. & S. (1) on

30 Jan 1981 (early immigrants); Palpita unionalis Hbn. (1) on 30

Aug 1980 (immigrant); Orthonama obstipata Fabr. (1) on 2 Sept.

1980 (immigrant). - Dr. J. C. A. Craik, Dunstaffnage Marine Lab.,

P.O. Box3,Oban, ArgyU.

Further Notes on Phyllonorycter saportella (Dupon-

CHEL) in East Anglia. — I have already recounted (antea

pp. 1 19-120) my chance rearing of a single adult of this rare species

from South Lx)pham, Norfolk. Most old records were made from

moths found resting on tree-trunks, so my wife and I revisited the

locahty on the 9th of May to look for further specimens. Within

seconds we found four on the trunk of the tree from which I had

taken the mine and others were not uncommon on adjacent trees.

Tliat niglit we rang up Dr Ian Watkinson and returned with him

two days later. By then many more had emerged and Dr Watkinson

counted 20 on a single trunk. Having taken photographs and a few

specimens, we extended our search to the adjacent vice-counties.

Wemanaged at length to find one each in VCs 25 and 28, each about a

mile from the original site, but drew blank in VC 26. Tlie implication

is that the colony, althougli numerically strong, is very localised.

My wife and I made our next visit on the 3rd of July to look

for mines. Tliey were easy to recognise amongst many scores of the

commoner oak-feeding Phyllonorycter, but whereas P. saportella

had been the most plentiful adult on the trunks in May, its mines

were the least common in July. This raises once again the theory

that it feeds liigh up on the trees. I studied the upper branches

througli field-glasses, but a fresh breeze was shaking the leaves and

althougli I could see Caloptilia cones, I failed to spot 2Lny Phyllono-

rycter mines. Tliis leaves the problem unresolved but I am inclined

to the opinion that P. saportella does feed higli up and that only a

small proportion of its mines are accessible from the ground. It may
be significant that not a single leaf was within reach on the tree

where Ian Watkinson found 20 adults.

Tlie moths began to emerge on the 14th of July and it would
have been better if we had delayed our search until about that

date. All the mines were on the leaf-margin. Tire mines of most other

oak-feeding Phyllonorycter have a single strong central fold in the

lower epidermis. This is normally absent in P. saportella wlrich has

instead numerous small creases which cause the leaf-edge to curl

right over. I was wrong in my previous note when I said that the

feeding did not extend througli to the upper epidermis; it does so

in varying degrees. In some cases only the extreme margin, wliich is

folded under, is stripped of parenchyma, such mines being almost

invisible from above. In others the whole upper surface of the mine
is blanched. Tlie most important character is the complete absence

of frass to reinforce the walls of the cocoon; the only other British

oak-feeding Phyllonorycter to have this character is P. roboris

(Zeller) wliich has a totally different and unmistakable mine. —
A. M. Emmet, Labrey Cottage, Victoria Gardens, Saffron Walden,

Essex, CBll 3AF.


